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stage! What marvellous beauties should we have lost, if he had 
learnt to ride in a Parisian manege! 

I like the L\cole des peres"? pretty well—I wish it was natural and 
probable! The Amis a I'epreuve* is very feeble. 

Your most obedient servant 

HOR. WALPOLE 

To THOMAS PENNANT, Sunday 20 April 1788 

Printed from the MS now WSL. First printed, Toynbee Supp. iii. 50-2. The MS 

is untraced until offered by Maggs, Cat. Nos 333 (spring 1915), lot 435; 360 (au­

tumn 1917), lot 2344; 386 (Christmas 1919), lot 3162; 425 (summer 1922), lot 

1841; 497 (Christmas 1927), lot 2612; 560 (summer 1931), lot 726; sold by them 

to Miss Abby L. Tallmadge, of Evanston, Illinois; given by her in Nov. 1950 to 

R. W . Chapman, w h o gave it to W S L , 21 Nov. 1950. 

Address: T o Thomas Pennant Esq. at Downing, Flintshire. Postmark: A P 21 88. 

Strawberry Hill, April 20, 1788. 

I H A V E received, dear Sir, the favour of your letter,1 and the 

agreeable present of your tract on the Patagonians,2 which is 
very curious and informing, and for which I return you many thanks. 

I a m much obliged to you too, Sir, for your kind inquiries after 
m y health; it is tolerably returned, though I had a very severe attack 
of the gout this winter.3 

I do not remember what m y last letter was,4 but a m very sorry if 
it gave you any cause to think that I am not grateful for all your 
favours. M y age and decays might be in fault, not m y intention. Of 
them and of m y perishing memory I a m very sensible; and they 
have brought on, not only idolence, but a fear of trusting to m y 

7. A comedy in five acts in verse by 
Pierre-Alexandre Pieyre (1752-1830), first 
acted at the Theatre Francais 1 June 1787 
(Journal de Paris, 1787, pt i. 669). 
8. A comedy in one act in verse, also by 

Pieyre, first acted at the Theatre Fran­
cais 19 July 1787 (ibid., 1787, pt ii. 887). 

1. Missing. 
2. Of the Patagonians. Formed from the 

Relation of Father Falkener, a Jesuit who 

Had Resided among them Thirty Eight 
Years, Darlington, 1788. Forty copies only 
were printed for Pennant by George Allan 
at his private press at Blackwell Grange, 
near Darlington, Durham. HW's copy (un­
traced) is Hazen, Cat. of HW's Lib., 
No. 2443. See ante 2 Jan. 1787, n. 5. 
3. See ante 28 Dec. 1787. 
4. It was presumably his letter ante 

10 Oct. 1787. 


