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Strawberry Hill, July 29, 1788. 

AT H O U S A N D thanks to you, dear Sir, for King Alfred's Will,1 

and for the most superb of all royal locks2—nay, and for the 
most secure one, for I am sure it could not be picked but by a pick­
axe. There is mechanism enough about it to lift the drawbridge of a 
citadel, and one grieves that such complicated ingenuity should have 
been employed for so simple an operation as unlocking a door. By 
the beauty of the Gothic border, and by the rose and crown I imagine 
it to have been manufactured in the reign of Henry VII; and by the 
prodigious weight of metal and involved machinery, I should think 
his Majesty had set half a dozen of the strongest Cyclopses of his 
Board of Works, to fashion this lock for the door of his exchequer 
and hoard at Shene.3 

I have company* with me, and expect another party when they are 
gone, or I would wait on you with m y thanks in person, as I will as 
soon as I am at liberty, being with great gratitude and regard 

Dear Sir 
Your much obliged and obedient humble servant 

HOR. WALPOLE 

1. The Will of King Alfred, Oxford, 
1788. Astle was editor of this work; the 
English and Latin translations of the 
Anglo-Saxon text (from a register of New-
minster Abbey, Winchester, then deposited 
in Astle's manuscript library) were sup­
plied by the Rev. Owen Manning. The 
book does not appear in the SH records. 
2. 'A curious royal lock, made as early 

as in the reign of Henry VII, from one of 
the palaces; a present from Thomas Astle, 
Esq.' ('Des. of SH,' Works ii. 442). The 
lock was kept in the Armoury at SH; it 
was sold SH xix. 91 to Webb of Old 
Bond Street for £2.12.6. 
3. Shene (or Sheen), the old royal pal­

ace at Richmond. 
4. Not identified. 


