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I am much afraid that you will repent that you have encouraged
me to be troublesome; but I cannot conclude without expressing my
concern at your intimations of following soon your great and excel-
lent father quo pius £neas, quo Tullus dives, et Ancus.?” No, Sir,
that must not be till a distant day, till you are incapable of receiv-
ing or communicating pleasure. Where the flame is brilliant, the
vital spark must still be strong.

Believe me to be Sir with great respect

Your most faithful servant

RicH[AR]D FRENCH

PS. As the Doctor’s poem will scarcely be out before midsum-
mer,?8 I will endeavour to send a few more extracts shortly; and if
you will have the goodness to permit me, I will then take the liberty
of requesting you to procure for me Mrs Damer’s observations on a
monumental bas-relief29 in which I am too deeply interested.

To MRs ARCHIBALD ALISON,
Thursday 18 February 1790

Printed for the first time from the MS now wsL. For the history of the MS
see ante 16 Jan. 179o.
Address: To Mrs Allison at Woodhouse lie near Edinburgh. Postmark: FE 18

g9o.

Berkeley Square, Feb. 18, 1790.

Dear Madam,
WAS in the right to assert that old age has its satisfactions:?
you perhaps would not write to me if [I] were fifty years younger.
I do not say but that it would be a different kind of pleasure if you
did; yet it would not make so lasting an impression, for youth has so
many joys, that it seldom reflects on any, and thence does not taste

27. ‘Whither righteous Aneas, whither 29. Not identified.
rich Tullus and Ancus [have gone]’ (Hor-
ace, Odes 1IV. vii. 15). 1. See HW to Mrs Alison ante 16 Jan.

28. Although some of its plates are 1790, Mrs Alison’s reply to this letter is
dated 1 Dec. 1791, The Economy of Vege-  missing.
tation was published 10 May 1792; see
post 14 May 1792, n. 4.




