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your friendly cautions and carry your letter of advice in m y pocket as 
a charm to Dublin, as I have as many fears as you are kind and 
obliging to have for me; and hope I shall return to give you thanks, 
not in Twickenham church, for m y deliverance from all the perils of 
m y warfare. M y brother John has had a little return of his fever, but 
is getting well again. I most truly wish you your health and all 

imaginable happiness. 
I have had a very kind letter from m y little Lord Dacre that has 

been most acceptable to me. Adieu! Yours most sincerely, 

G. MONTAGU 

To MONTAGU, Friday 10 July 1761 

Strawberry Hill, Friday night, July 10th, 1761. 

ID I D not notify the King's marriage1 to you yesterday, because I 

knew you would learn as much by the Evening Post,2 as I could 
tell you. The solemn manner of summoning the council was very 
extraordinary: people little imagined that the urgent and important 
business in the rescript was to acquaint them that his Majesty was 
going to lose his maidenhead. You may choose what complexion you 
please for the new Queen: every colour under the sun is given to her. 
All I can tell you of truth is, that Lord Harcourt goes to fetch her, 
and comes back her Master of the Horse. She is to be here in August, 
and the Coronation certainly on the 22d of September. Think of the 
joy the women feel—there is not a Scotch peer in the Fleet that might 
not marry the greatest fortune in England between this and the 22d 
of September.3 However the ceremony will lose its two brightest 
luminaries, m y niece Waldegrave for beauty, and the Duchess of 
Grafton for figure. The first will be lying in,« the latter at Geneva— 
but I think she will come,5 if she walks to it, as well as at it. I cannot 
recollect but Lady Kildare6 and Lady Pembroke of great beauties. 

1. An extraordinary meeting of the 
Privy Council was summoned to meet 8 
July, when the King announced his inten­
tion to marry Charlotte Sophia (1744-
1818), of Mecklenburg-Strelitz. 

2. See Lloyd's Evening Post 8-10 July 
1761, ix. 33. 
3. So that she could take part in the 

Coronation ceremonies on that date. 

4. See post 24 Oct. 1761, n. 17. 
5. She did not; see H W to Mann 28 

Sept. 1761. 
6. Lady Emilia Mary Lennox (1731-

1814), m. (1) (1747) James Fitzgerald, 20th 
E. of Kildare; cr. (1761) M. of Kildare, 
(1766) D. of Leinster; m. (2) (1774) Wil­
liam Ogilvie, a tutor in her household. 


